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THEOLOGY

“How odd of God to choose the Jews;
But not so odd as those who choose the Jewish God
but spurn the Jews.”

William Norman Ewer & T. E. Brown

“I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He?
May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected
His people whom He foreknew...”

Paul the Apostle, Romans 11:1-2 (NASB)
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I've been a pastor for 35 years.
For the first 22 years of my minis-
try, I unwittingly made a familiar
mistake in studying the Scriptures.
Having been self-taught from a Bi-
ble with misleading paragraph titles,
I consistently blessed the Church and
cursed Israel. I did not understand
that to curse Israel was to receive
God'’s curse. I used the Scriptures to
give encouragement and direction
to my congregations by applying all
Scripture to the Church. If the refer-
ence was to the Church, the applica-
tion was literal. If the Scripture dealt
with Israel, Jerusalem, the Jewish
people, Zion, or anything pertinent




to God’s dealings with His chosen people, that passage was spiritualized to
refer to the Church. Yet, I applied the judgments and curses to Israel. I was teach-
ing Replacement Theology without knowing that my beliefs had a name; I was
effectively teaching heresy, almost weekly, from my church pulpit.

Yet, I prayed daily for my church to be blessed. My prayers were an-
swered in a series of events that led me to Israel and changed my life in a
way I would not have foreseen. My journey began when I was confront-
ed by a man who followed me into my church office one Sunday after the
morning sermon and asked, “What do you know about Israel?” I had stud-
ied only surveys about the Hebrew Scripture and Israel in college. This
was reinforced by the references in my study Bible, I believed there was
no more to Israel than their history of rebellion and rejection against God.
I told him as much and asked, “Is there more I should know?”

The man’s challenge jolted me. “The first thing you must do is go to Israel.
And so that you will know that Israel is important to God, I will tell you what
is going to happen to you.” I knew and admired this man. He was not a person
to speak quickly or lightly, particularly concerning spiritual matters. He named
four specific things that he said would happen to me in the next 10 days to let me
know that “Israel was important to God.” All four things happened, just as he
said. It was the beginning of a journey that continues to show me more clearly
each day that “Israel is important to God; He still loves the Jewish people, and
their destiny in Him is bright.”

Mine was not an isolated case. Don Finto—well-known pastor of Belmont
Church in Nashville, Tennessee in the United States for more than 25 years—
says, “I had read the Bible for years, but I read the Hebrew Scriptures only as
history. In my annual reading through the Bible, I was relieved to get to the
New Testament...Except for those occasional clear words that foretold of Jesus’s
coming, I would almost speed read the prophets in order to get through them...

Replacement Theology ® 3

£
]
<
@
o
=3
«
E
©
1]
e
2



Replacement
Theology:
Due to the

rejection of Yeshua
by the Jewish
people, God
rejected them.

I assumed the prophets were speaking symbolically
and meant the advance[ment] of the gospel. If I did not
understand a passage, I either ignored it or spiritual-
ized it. ‘Israel’ was the Church. ‘Israel’s sins’ were the
sins of the Church. ‘Jerusalem’ was a figure of heaven.
‘Zion’ was another name for the people of God.”

What Is
Replacement
Theology!

Replacement Theolo-
gy, also known as Super-
sessionism, teaches that
the people of Israel have
forfeited their special
status as the chosen peo-
ple of God and have been

replaced by the Church.
The Church, then, is the new true Israel. A dictio-
nary of Church history lists Replacement Theology
as a doctrinal teaching that originated in the early
Church. For nearly 1,900 years, it has been the fertile
soil from which Christian anti-Semitism has grown,
ever infecting the Church.

This school of thought is built on the premise that,
due to the rejection of Yeshua (Jesus) by the Jewish
people as their sought-after Messiah and Savior, God
rejected them. The Church has become the continua-
tion of the Jewish people and their Land—by scriptur-
al proof and by deferred covenantal standing—to the
exclusion of the former. The Jewish people are no lon-
ger the chosen people. They have no exclusivity from
any other nationality or people group as it pertains to
the purposes of God. Apart from repentance, the new
birth, and incorporation into the Church, the Jewish
people have no future, no hope, and no calling in the
plan of God.

Replacement Theology teaches that beginning with
the vision of Peter in Acts 10 (mandating the inclusion
of the Gentiles into the household of faith), the term
“Israel”—as found in the New Testament—now refers
to the Church. The promises, covenants, and blessings
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ascribed to Israel in the Older Testament have been taken
away from them and given to the Church, which has su-
perseded them. However, the Jewish people are subject
to the curses found in the Bible—a result of their history
of rejection and rebellion against the God of their fore-
fathers. There are key questions that need to be leveled
at Replacement Theology, so that Christians can clearly
understand the importance and dangers of this teaching.

Can Replacement Theology
Be Argued from \
History?

Why has Replacement Theology re-
mained strong, even in light of a grow-
ing list of fulfilled Bible prophecies?
Simply, it appears to have history on
its side. A fundamental assumption of
Replacement Theology is that, because
Israel rejected Yeshua as Messiah, God
has cast off the Jewish people as a chosen
nation once and for all. God dispersed the
Jewish people into the nations as a judg-
ment. The land of Canaan was forfeited, and
Israel could no longer make a legal claim
to it. When the demise of the Jewish people
since the first century is examined, Replace-
ment Theology would appear to have history
on its side.

On the surface, the historical evidence is sub-
stantial. Within a generation of the crucifixion of
Yeshua, the Roman army ransacked the city of Je-
rusalem, totally destroyed the Temple, uprooted the
Jewish people from the Land, and carried them off to
various corners of the empire. The early Church fathers,
who looked at these historical events, were convinced The horrible
that this was positive proof that God was finished with
Israel and that the Church had assumed Israel’s former
role in the purposes of God.

suffering of the
Jewish people has

been, in many
The sufferings of the Jewish people did not end with  respects, the result
the cruel Roman legions. The history of the Jewish people of Replacement
since that time has been filled with tragedy. For Replace- Theology, rather
ment Theology proponents, this sad history confirms the  thanacause for it.
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belief that God is, indeed, finished with Israel. Their argument, however, is a cir-
cular argument. In reality, the horrible suffering of the Jewish people has been,
in many respects, the result of Replacement Theology, rather than a cause for it.
If anti-Semitism had never invaded the Church, many of the atrocities afflicted
upon the Jewish people during the past 2,000 years would never have happened.

Hundreds of years of global persecution does not mean that God has rejected
the Jewish people as His chosen people. Their history, even over the past 1,000
years, is actually a stronger argument against Replacement Theology than for it.
As horrible as it has been, their history is not a sign of God’s rejection, but rather
a sign of God's absolute faithfulness to His Word as it regards His chosen people.

Recent Jewish history debunks Replacement Theology even further. The es-
tablishment of the nation of Israel and the return of the scattered Jewish people
back to their Land is unprecedented in history. No other people have been dis-
persed for 2,000 years and then returned to their ancient land. If God has cast off
the Jewish people and no longer has any interest in Israel’s continued existence as
a corporate people and rebirth as a nation, how did the Jewish people manage to
rise out of the ashes of the Holocaust and establish a sovereign state on the same
piece of real estate that they had lost 2,000 years ago? What we are witnessing to-
day is a divine miracle of the first order—a literal fulfillment of biblical prophecy.

And what can explain the perpetuity of the Jewish people? The only, faithful,
covenant-keeping God of Israel has kept His people in the palm of His hand. “I
the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed” (Mal. 3:6,
NIV). There is simply no other ethnic group in the history of mankind that has
faced such odds and yet survived to flourish again. To observe the enduring
existence of Israel in history is cause for rejoicing. God continues to be faithful
to His covenant people Israel, and He will also be faithful to those who have be-
come part of the commonwealth of Israel by faith. History, therefore, disproves
Replacement Theology.

Can Replacement Theology
Be Argued from Justice!

God
REMEMBERS
His promises
and His cove-
nants; they are
irrevocable

to the Jew and
the Gentile.
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To not love the Jewish people is not a possibility
with God; it is inconsistent with His character. The
Israelites, “fto whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and
the promises; of whom are the fathers and from whom,
according to the flesh, Christ came,” are important to God
(Rom. 9:4-5). The Jewish people are loved uncondition-
ally and eternally, and “the gifts and calling of God” to
them “are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:29).

With proof texts in hand, Replacement theologians
demand that God treat Israel differently than He treat
the Church. For instance, Replacement Theology claims
forgiveness of sins for the Church, using a verse like
Psalm 103:12 that God “removed our transgressions from
us.” However, they disallow such forgiveness for Israel.
This is not scriptural.

God remembers His promises and His covenants;
they are irrevocable to the Jew and to the Gentile. The
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob will show grace and
mercy once again to His beloved Israel. “And I will pour
on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem
the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on
Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one
mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him, as one grieves
for a firstborn” (Zech. 12:10). It is time that the Church
stop condemning Israel and, instead, pray for Israel like God is KEEPING
the Old Testament prophet prayed, “O LORD,...in wrath His eternal
remember mercy” (Hab. 3:2). covenant with

Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and their
offspring.

Yeshua lamented over Jerusalem, knowing that
God’s mercy and forgiveness to the Jewish people was
greater than their rebellion and sin, and they would not
be replaced. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the
prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I
wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her
chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! See! Your
house is left to you desolate; for I say to you, you shall see Me
no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of
the LORD!"” (Matt. 23:37-39).

The words of Jeremiah the prophet silence Replace-
ment Theology. “Thus says the LORD: ‘If My covenant
is not with day and night, and if I have not appointed the
ordinances of heaven and earth, then I will cast away the de-
scendants of Jacob and David My servant, so that I will not
take any of his descendants to be rulers over the descendants
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will cause their captives
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to return, and will have mercy on them’” (Jer. 33:25-26). If the fixed
laws of heaven and earth are still in force, then it can be known
with certainty that God has not replaced His covenant people,
Israel. He is in the process of restoring His people Israel to their
Land and to Himself. He is keeping His eternal covenant with
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their offspring.

If God does not keep His promises to Israel—after stating 15
times in Scripture that it is an everlasting covenant—then all men
are without promises and excluded from covenant relationship.
If God is not going to do these things for Israel’s sake, then the
Church is also without hope. But if God keeps His covenants and
promises to Israel, we are assured He will keep His promises to
those who have been grafted into the Olive Tree.

Can Replacement Theology
Be Argued from

the New Testament!

Doctrine must bear examination pertinent

to all Scripture. Replacement Theology is not ex-

empt. Below are a few examples of the futility

of attempting to prove Replacement Theology
from any passage in the New Testament.

Galatians 3:29—"And if you are Christ’s, then
you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the prom-
ise.” Replacement Theology teaches that to have
faith in Messiah (Christ) is to become a spiritual
son and heir of the covenants cut with Abraham.
This inclusive promise to the Gentiles does not

exclude the Jewish people or nullify their origi-

nal covenant, promise, and blessing as the nat-
% ural seed of Abraham. This verse simply joins
Gentile Christians to what God had already started
with Israel. The Church has not replaced Israel! The
Church has enlarged Israel!

Matthew 21:43—"Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will
be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it.” Re-
placement Theology tries to make the point that Yeshua taught
that the Jewish people would be replaced. Who was Yeshua
talking about when He announced, “the kingdom will be taken from
you”? He was not talking about Israel; He was speaking directly
to the priests and elders of His day, who had failed.
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The credibility of Replacement Theology suffers fur-
ther, when the Church substitutes Israel in the biblical
text. In the 77 times “Israel” appears in the New Testa-
ment, it cannot be legitimately replaced with the word
“church.” The verses no longer make sense or possess
contextual integrity.

Consider the following verses where I have replaced
the original “Israel” with “church.”

e Romans 10:1 would read, “Brethren, my heart’s
desire and prayer to God for the church is that
they be saved.” The Church is already saved. By
definition, the Church is the “company of the
committed.” The Jewish

people can only

* Romans 11:25b— “...blindness in part has hap-
pened to the church until the fullness of the Gen-
tiles has come in.”

be restored and
redeemed —

NOT REPLACED.
e Revelation 7:4—“And | heard the number of

those who were sealed. One hundred and for-
ty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children
of the church were sealed.”

The Scriptures lose all meaning when “church” re-
places “Israel” in each text. The only way to conclude that
the Church is Israel, applying all the prophecies concern-
ing Israel to the Church, is to interpret the Scriptures by
spiritualizing them, or allegorizing them, and not taking
them literally.

The accusation has been leveled that the New
Testament is anti-Semitic, and therefore encourages Re-
placement Theology. The opposite is more accurate. The
writers of the New Testament were Jewish. Yes, they re-
corded some strong words directed at the Jewish people of
the day. Even Yeshua spoke harshly to the Pharisees several
times. Peter spoke pointedly to the Jewish crowds on Sol-
omon’s Porch (Acts 3), and Paul confronted the Sanhedrin
(Acts 23). However, these arguments between Jews, even
critical ones, were from the vantage point of being an intra-
communal debate, not intercommunal accusation.

Ephesians 2:11-18 is the summation of the relation-
ship that must exist between the Jewish people and the
Gentiles. The Gentile Church, “the Uncircumcision” —who
“have now been brought near by the blood of Christ” (v.13)—
does not replace “what is called the Circumcision” (v.11).

Replacement Theology ® 9



Messiah, our peace, has made the Jew and the Gentile one. He has broken down
the middle wall of separation to create in Himself one new man from the two,
thus making peace, that He might reconcile them both to Himself in one body
through the cross. Through Yeshua, we both have access by one Spirit to the
Father (vv.14-18).

The Church’s identity with God must not cause us to overlook His continuing
plan for Israel. The existence of the Church does not negate the existence and
purpose of Israel. The Church’s identity does not depend on a denial of original
Israel, but it is established in Messiah and is intertwined with Israel. The Church
does not replace Israel; they are joined to Israel and the two become one.

The Jewish people can only be restored and redeemed—not replaced. There
are promises in the New Testament to the Jewish people that are not equaled
by any other nation or people. “And so all Israel will be saved as it is written: ‘The
Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; for this
is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins’” (Rom. 11:26-27).

The Bible [s Clear

God’s covenants to Israel are eternal. In the
seed of Abraham, all the nations of the earth
are blessed (Gen. 12:3); and through the seed
of Abraham, Messiah came (Rom. 9:4-5). God
remembers His covenant which He made with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The Jewish people
are Israelites, and to them still belong the son-
ship, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the
law, the worship, and the promises (Rom. 9:4).

Yeshua came to the Jew first, then the
Greek (Rom. 1:16; Matt. 10:5-7, 15:24). Both
are named because there is a distinction in
the God-appointed purposes of these two

equals. “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is

neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female;

for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). Just as the role of a man and

a woman are distinctly different, yet equal, so are God’s purposes for the Jew
and the Gentile.

Prophecy has proved the fallibility of Replacement Theology in history.
End-time prophecies, which are being fulfilled at an ever increasing pace, con-
tinue to give overwhelming support for the complete deliverance of the Jewish
people (Rom. 11:26), restoration of the Jewish people to their Land, and a re-
stored relationship to their Lord (Isa. 11, 43, 49, 60; Jer. 16; Ezek. 35-37; and the
minor prophets).

Jews are Jews, Israel is still Israel, and the Church is the Church. The Jewish
people are forever God’s covenant people, and through them, all nations have
been blessed. Has Israel been replaced? “Certainly not!...God has not cast away His
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people whom He foreknew...Even so then, at this pres-
ent time there is a remnant according to the election of
grace...And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:
‘The Deliverer will come out of Zion, and He will turn
away ungodliness from Jacob; for this is My covenant
with them, when I take away their sins’...For the gifts
and the calling of God are irrevocable...Oh, the depth
of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways
past finding out!” (Rom. 11:1a, 2a, 5, 26, 29, 33).

The Jewish people are forever
God's COVENANT PEOPLE,and through them,
all nations have been blessed.
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