Be Happjpe=
Be BlessEiE

WE ALL WANT TO ENJOY A HAPPY AND BLESSED LIFE!

If you Google the phrase “be happy,” you will find 109 million responses. The
world wants to be happy! The Bible has the recipe for being blessed and happy.
One of the Hebrew words for this concept is esher ((wx). When it is found in the
Bible, roughly half of the time it is translated happy (happiness) with the rest trans-
lated as “blessed.” According to the Bible we will be happy/blessed if we trust in
the Lord (Ps. 34:8), have our iniquities forgiven (Ps. 32:1), fear the Lord (Ps. 112:1)
and walk in His way (Ps. 128:1). Another Hebrew word for bless is barak (712). We
find this word in Genesis 12:3 when God speaks to Abraham saying, “I will bless
those who bless you, and | will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families
of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). In just these few verses it is apparent
to me that happiness and blessing come when we act in accordance with God’s
plans, His ways, and His Word and when we bless Israel and the Jewish people.

The Lord also promises to bless those who help the poor. “Blessed is he who
considers the poor...” (Ps. 41:1). “If there is among you a poor man...you shall not
harden your heart nor shut your hand from your poor brother. .. You shall surely give
to him, and your heart should not be grieved when you give to him, because for this
thing the LORD your God will bless you in all your works and in all to which you put
your hand” (Deut. 15:7, 10).

When | read these Scriptures my heart swells as | realize the blessing that
Bridges for Peace and all our friends around the world can expect. We are con-
sidering the needs of the poor each month as 22,000 receive life-giving food
from our hands. We are significantly impacting the lives of immigrants, Holocaust
survivors, old, young, those who suffer with iliness, single parents, students in
Israel without their parents, those without hope and those who just need a tem-
porary boost to help them overcome the hardships of life. Every day our team of
dedicated Christians reaches out to them with food, encouragement and love.
Let me tell you about one immigrant family that we help.
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Svetlana* was born in Ukraine in 1941.
During the war, her family suffered many hard-
ships. After the war life was better: she studied
singing in the conservatory, got married, had
two children and worked in a kindergarten.
Then another tragedy struck when her hus-
band passed away. Later she married Yuri*.
But, life in Ukraine was very difficult. After such
a hard life, as a retired couple they decided to
move to Israel.

In 2012, a huge change happened in
Ukraine. Factories were closed. Life that was
hard became harder. So, Svetlana encouraged
her youngest son and his family to move to
Israel. In July, 2013, they moved to Jerusa-
lem. Their newfound hope didn’t last long. In
December of 2014, as her son was leaving
work to pick up his children from school, he
fell on slippery stairs and hit his head. After
being in a coma for three days he died. His
children came to live with Svetlana and Yuri.
Their granddaughter is now in the 3rd grade
and their grandson in 4th grade. Yuri spends a
lot of time helping them with their studies and
they are both doing well in school as a result.
At home they study Russian and at school they
learn in Hebrew. As they overcome the sorrow
of losing their father, they are also growing and
developing in their new homeland.
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The family income level is very low. Svetlana and Yuri came to Israel as pension-
ers. They were not able to retain their pension from Ukraine. They had not paid into
retirement funds in Israel and so their income from the State is the lowest level—
barely enough for them to survive on. Yet, they have taken in their grandchildren—
two more mouths to feed from meager resources. This is where Bridges for Peace
came to the rescue. Every month they receive generous amounts of first-quality,
healthy food that enables them to sustain their family. In every way we can, we assist
them in their new life.

Svetlana finished telling us her story by saying, “Through all these difficulties,
Bridges for Peace stands by us. On behalf of our whole family we are very grateful
to you for giving us the opportunity to be in your program.”

*names changed to protect privacy

Adoption Program

It blesses our hearts to know that we are able to assist over 200 on the Adop-
tion Program each month. Each has their own unique story. Each of them needs
our assistance to succeed in their new life in Israel. Many more are asking for help
and we need new sponsors to commit to give monthly for a year. Your gift,
joined with other sponsors (according to the level of need in the family) allows us
to provide food, help with transportation costs, holiday gifts, and encouragement.
Please join us today to bless the people of Israel. We believe God’s Word is true—
this is God’s pathway to happiness and blessing. If you can’t make a monthly
commitment we encourage you to make an offering to our Immigrant Fund. This
allows us to assist immigrants not on the Adoption Program. Thank you for your
generous hearts of love for God and the people of Israel.

My prayer for you is to that you will find the great blessing of following God’s
recipe for happiness.

Blessings from Israel,
Rebecca J. Brimmer, International President and CEO

BRIDGES FOR PEACE Your Israel Connection...

Adoption Program (1 year commitment)
0 US $65/month 0 US $130/month

New Immigrant Fund

0 US $195/month

0 US $50 [0 US $100 [0 US $500 O US $1,000 Oouss$ (other)
GREATEST MINISTRY NEED US $ HOME REPAIR US $
GREATEST ISRAEL NEED US $ VICTIMS OF WAR US $
KARMIEL CENTER US $ DENTAL/MEDICAL AID US $
FOOD PROJECT US $ CRISIS ASSISTANCE US $
us$ Monthly commitment ARAB FAMILY ASSISTANCE US $

ADOPTION PROGRAM (one-year commitment) EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM US $

US $65/month THE LAND OF THE BIBLE EXPERIENCE US $
FEED A CHILD (one-year commitment) ZEALOUS8:2 (Young adults) US $
US $65/month ZEALOUS8:2 SCHOLARSHIP US $
uss$ One time gift VOLUNTEER SUPPORT US $
ADOPT AN ISRAELI TOWN (one-year commitment) Name
Minimum US $150/month VEHICLE FUND US $

PROJECT RESCUE US $400 (or any size gift)

| WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A MONTHLY COMMITMENT TO
PROJECT TIKVAH (HOPE) US $45 (or any size gift) PROJECT
SAVE AN ISRAELI LIFE US $25 OF US$
IMMIGRANT WELCOME GIFTS US $
NEW IMMIGRANT FUND US $ TOTAI_ $
CHEER BASKET US $25 Enclose amount in US dollars or your currency

ivalent. Indi I

SCHOOL STARTER KIT Usé7 equivalent. Indicate your currency symbol

Payment Options

Check: Make checks payable to Bridges for Peace.
Credit-card gifts can be processed in Australia, Canada,
Israel and the US.

PayPal: Go to www.bridgesforpeace.com, and click on
“Blessing Israel.”

VISA MasterCard (nt.only) Invoice me

Name on card

Card number

CWV (3 digit number on back of card)
Expires Today’s date

Signature

Contact Information

Name

Address

City

State/Region

Code

Country

Telephone ( )

E-mail

| will pray for Israel and the Jewish people.
I also need your prayers which | have attached.

| have placed Bridges for Peace in my will to bless future
generations.

Please send me information on your Bridges for Peace travel
programs.

Please send your publications to my friend(s), whose name(s)
and address(es) is/are attached.

Please send to BRIDGES FOR PEACE INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: P. 0. Box 1093, Jerusalem, Israel e Tel: 02-624-5004 e intl.office@bridgesforpeace.com



