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Called for a Time of Crisis

BALAGAN IS THE ISRAELI WORD that comes to mind. It means
confusion or a big mess. We are seeing it on more than one front,
and it is affecting Israel and the people that live here.

On one hand the icy fingers of winter have entered our
homes, while on the other, the geopolitical temperature in the
region heated up in a hurry after Iran attacked the US embassy
in Baghdad and President Donald Trump responded with the as-
sassination of Iran’s top general, Qassem Soleimani. Suddenly
Israel, although not directly involved in the issues, found itself
to be the object of a rash of new, significant threats. The Iron
Dome defense system was moved to the north as the threat level
was elevated to new heights. In our congregation, emergency
response information packs were distributed, and the leadership
called for urgent prayer. Talk of the battle of Gog and Magog was
heard from both Christians and Jews. At the present time, there
is great unrest. We pray for peace and prepare for war.

At the same time, torrential rains accompanied by high winds
and biting cold hit Israel. We love rain here, but we received too
much at once, overloading the drainage infrastructure. Flooding
ensued in many communities, and tragically there were several
deaths. We were shocked to learn that two 25-year-olds were
trapped in an elevator in an underground parking garage and
died in the floodwaters before help could arrive.

Many in poorly heated apartments are shivering. Sometimes
the only heat source they have is a hot water bottle. The elderly
Holocaust survivors and newly arrived immigrants are particu-
larly ill prepared to deal with these problems, which are worse
than just uncomfortable. A number of years ago while delivering
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food, one of our volunteers saw an old woman lying on the floor
shivering as she tried to warm herself with a thin towel. She was
a new immigrant and they had no household goods. The volun-
teer came back to our Assistance Center and told us we had to
get blankets. That started our blanket distribution program. Since
then we have given thousands of blankets to new immigrants.
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These are crisis times. Whether the crisis is the existential
threat of a militant Iran or the threat of hypothermia, the needs
are real and pressing.

For decades Bridges for Peace has been here in Israel, stand-
ing with the people through many challenging times. Recently a
young immigrant couple came to our Karmiel Assistance Center to
receive welcome gifts. They brought their grandmother and their
four-year-old daughter. They enthusiastically received the gifts
(pots and pans, a Bible, school supplies for the child and blan-
kets). Their grandmother, who had come to Israel seven years
earlier, exclaimed that she remembered her arrival and receiving
her first gifts in Israel—from Bridges for Peace. We are here from
generation to generation, showing God’s love in practical ways.
The blankets came at the perfect time for this young family, just
before the blustery cold winter rains.
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We don’t know what the future holds. Will there be a war with
Iran? Will the situation escalate, involving many nations, like the
Gog and Magog war prophesied in Ezekiel? We do know that
God has placed Bridges for Peace here “for such a time as this”
(Esther 4:14)—a time of crisis, a time of balagan, a time of need.
Will you stand with Israel? Will you partner with us to show the
Jewish people they are not alone? Will you help us provide warm
blankets and respond in time of war? Your generous gifts to our
Immigrant Welcome Gifts will allow us to continue giving many
more blankets, and your gifts to our Crisis Assistance Fund will
allow us to meet grave needs in crisis time. Join with us to bring
the warmth of God’s love into these cold, frightening times.

Blessings from Israel,
Rebecca Brimmer
International President and CEO
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BRIDGES FOR PEACE Your

Immigrant Welcome Gifts
O US$25 O US$50 OO US$75 OO US$100 OO US$ (other)

Crisis Assistance Fund
O US$50 0O US$100 O US$200 OO US$500 OO US $1,000 OO US $ (other)

srael Connection...

Payment Options
Check: Make checks payable to Bridges for Peace.
US and Canadian gifts are tax-deductible.

PayPal: Go to www.bridgesforpeace.com, and click on
“Donate>Bless Israel.”

GREATEST MINISTRY NEED US $
GREATEST ISRAEL NEED US $

FOOD PROJECT US $
ADOPTION PROGRAM (one-year commitment)

US $65/month

FEED A CHILD (one-year commitment)

US $65/month

US $ one-time gift

PROJECT RESCUE US $400 (or any size gift)
EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY FUND

us$
ADOPT AN ISRAELI TOWN (one-year commitment)

Minimum US $150/month
KARMIEL CENTER US $
PROJECT TIKVAH (HOPE) ___ US $45 (or any size gift)
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS FUND US $
INTERNATIONAL HQ FUND US $
HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS US $
IMMIGRANT WELCOME GIFTS US $

VISA MasterCard Discover AMEX

NEW IMMIGRANT FUND US $ Name on card
CHEER BASKET US $25/basket Card number
SCHOOL STARTER KIT US $7/it Expires Today's date
HOME REPAIR US $ Signature
VICTIMS OF TERROR US $
DENTAL/MEDICAL AID US $ Contact Information
CRISIS ASSISTANCE US $ Name
ARAB FAMILY ASSISTANCE US $ Address
ZEALOUS8:2 SCHOLARSHIP US $ ;;yte Flogion
VOLUNTEER SUPPORT US $ Code
VEHICLE FUND US $ Country
SAVE AN ISRAELI LIFE US $ Telephone ( )

Email

| WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A MONTHLY COMMITMENT TO
PROJECT

OF US $

TOTAL $

Enclose amount in US dollars or your currency
equivalent. Indicate your currency symbol.

| will pray for Israel and the Jewish people.
| also need your prayers and have attached my prayer request.

| have placed Bridges for Peace in my will to bless future
generations.

Please send me information on your Bridges for Peace travel
programs.

Please send your publications to my friend(s), whose name(s)
and address(es) are attached.

Please send to BRIDGES FOR PEACE INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS: PO Box 1093, Jerusalem, Israel 9101001 e Tel: 02-624-5004 e intl.office@bridgesforpeace.com




