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OF TRAUMA

WHEN A FAM".Y loses a member, trauma invades the

household. Emotions of deep grief, scars of separation and a
sense of familial preservation intensify within surviving mem-
bers. After the tragic loss, the family must learn to live a dras-
tically altered life in the absence of the member who has died.
People are often at their most vulnerable following a death in
the family.

Israel has suffered a number of wars and countless acts
of terror, inflicting loss on the nation time and time again. For
Israel, this repeated trauma has had a deep impact and lasting
effects. For the hundreds of thousands of Israelis who suffer
from post-traumatic stress disorder and the bereaved families
who will never feel whole again, the sense of acute vulnerability
coupled with an intense drive to triumph over the destructive
forces is a daily reality.

This year on Yom HaZikaron (Memorial Day for the Fallen
Soldiers of the Wars of Israel and Victims of Actions of Terror-
ism), Israel mourned 24,213 of its sons and daughters who have
fallen defending the Land since 1851. Over this same period,
4,255 civilians have been murdered in terrorist attacks. Since
the previous Yom HaZikaron, 31 civilians have been killed. Eigh-
teen of these died in terror attacks during the first few months of
2023, including two sets of brothers (Hillel and Yagel Yaniv, and
Asher and Yaakov Paley) and three members of the Dee fam-
ily, mother Lucy and two daughters, Maia and Rina. These terri-
ble murders have plunged Israel into deep mourning.

Bridges for Peace has the honor of shining a light of love into
the lives of mourning Israelis. Isaiah 40:1 issues a clarion call:
“‘Comfort, yes, comfort My people!’ says your God.” Bridges
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for Peace has answered this call. On behalf of Christians from
around the world, we express God’s comfort to the grieving peo-
ple of Israel. | believe this is close to God’s heart, as we read in
Matthew 5:4, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted.” The shattered hearts of Israelis who have lost loved
ones need to be comforted and supported by the love of God
channeled through the work of Bridges for Peace.

Every year, Bridges for Peace comforts over 200 grieving
families through a program that supports them as they mourn
and remember family members who have fallen in service to
Israel. We also stand with the Koby Mandell Foundation, named
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after a 13-year-old boy from Tekoa, south of Jerusalem. Koby
and his 14-year-old friend were murdered in a brutal terror at-
tack in 2001. Following the tragic murder of their son, Koby’s
parents launched the foundation to bring support and healing
to other families who have been devastated by terror. Each
year, Bridges for Peace supports the camp projects that the
Koby Mandell Foundation hosts, and we are able to impact
the lives of approximately 350 young people who have experi-
enced one of the most horrific forms of tragedy.

| want to appeal to Christians who love and pray for Israel
to support these hurting people through our Victims of Terror
program. | encourage you to consider touching someone who
is in the depths of despair with the love of God. Your gift can
bring light into their life. Let us be your hands and feet to com-
fort the shattered hearts of broken people in Israel.

| believe God has raised up Bridges for Peace to reflect the
hearts of millions of Christians around the world for “such a time
as this” (Esth. 4:14) to reach the most vulnerable with the mes-
sage of God’s unending and unfathomable love. He promises to
restore and heal them. | believe we, as Christians who love the
God of Israel, are called to carry Israel’s sons in our arms and
their daughters on our shoulders (Isa. 49:22) as we comfort Zion.

Blessings from Jerusalem,
Rev. Peter Fast,
CEO-elect

Camp Koby
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BRIDGES FOR PEACE Your Israel Connection... Payment Options

Check: Make checks payable to Bridges for Peace.
US and Canadian gifts are tax-deductible.

PayPal: Go to www.bridgesforpeace.com, and click on

Victims of Terror
“Donate>Bless Israel.”

OUsS$30 DOUS$60 DUS$120 CIUS$1,000 CIUSS (Other)
VISA MasterCard Discover AMEX

Name on card

GREATEST MINISTRY NEED US $
GREATEST ISRAEL NEED US $

FOOD PROJECT US $
ADOPTION PROGRAM (one-year commitment)

US $65/month

FEED A CHILD (one-year commitment)

US $65/month

US $ one-time gift

PROJECT RESCUE
EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY FUND

US $400 (or any size gift)

uss$
ADOPT AN ISRAELI TOWN (one-year commitment)

Minimum US $150/month

KARMIEL CENTER US $

PROJECT TIKVAH (HOPE) __ US $45 (or any size gift)
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS FUND US $

INTERNATIONAL HQ FUND US $

HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS US $

IMMIGRANT WELCOME GIFTS US $

NEW IMMIGRANT FUND US $
CHEER BASKET

SCHOOL STARTER KIT US $7/kit
HOME REPAIR US $
VICTIMS OF TERROR US $
DENTAL/MEDICAL AID US $
CRISIS ASSISTANCE US $
ARAB FAMILY ASSISTANCE US $
ZEALOUSS:2 SCHOLARSHIP Us $
VOLUNTEER SUPPORT US $
VEHICLE FUND US $
SAVE AN ISRAELI LIFE US $

US $25/basket

| WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A MONTHLY COMMITMENT TO
PROJECT

OF US $

TOTAL $

Enclose amount in US dollars or your currency
equivalent. Indicate your currency symbol.

Card number

CWV code (3 digit number on back of card)
Expires Today’s date

Signature

Contact Information
Name
Address
City
State/Region
Code

Country

Telephone ( )

Email

| will pray for Israel and the Jewish people.
| also need your prayers and have attached my prayer request.

| have placed Bridges for Peace in my will to bless future
generations.

Please send me information on your Bridges for Peace travel
programs.

Please send your publications to my friend(s), whose name(s)
and address(es) are attached.

By filling in this contact form | give permission to receive
communication from Bridges for Peace International
and my national office.
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