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ANATOLY WIPED THE TEARS AWAY as he huddled in the

dark among the shapes of people in the air raid shelter. The re-
lentless pounding of rockets slamming into Kyiv shook the struc-
ture. A few panicked gasps and sobs resounded every time a
Russian rocket found its target, but the majority of people packed
into the tiny space stared at the floor in silent terror. Kyiv was un-
der attack yet again.

Once the air raid sirens screamed through the city, Anatoly
didn’t have much time to scramble to safety. Now he sat—once
again—huddled in darkness, rubbing his hands together for a bit
of warmth in the cold December air. It was the third day without
electricity, heat or water. His thoughts drifted to his wife and
daughter who had fled to Israel ten months earlier to escape the
war. He smiled to himself. Tomorrow was his sixtieth birthday and
he would be free to leave Ukraine and make his way to Israel to
join them. So many people he knew had died in the war. Yet God
was guiding Anatoly to Israel, bringing into fulfiiment the ancient
prophecies of the ingathering of the Jewish people, which he now
meditated on in the darkness.

A few weeks after sitting in the Kyiv bomb shelter, Anatoly fi-
nally arrived in Israel and held his wife and daughter for the first
time in months. Yet the reality of his new life and all the obstacles
that still faced this refugee family soon threatened to overwhelm
them. Anatoly had always provided for his wife and daughter, but
the family’s dire situation in Israel threatened to engulf him in de-
spair. Anatoly had fled a nation at war to find himself in the midst
of yet another war. And although he felt much safer in Israel, the
conflict has placed an additional strain on the economy, causing
prices to skyrocket. Anatoly barely spoke Hebrew and knew he
would struggle to find work at his age. So how would they eat?
His mind swirled with anxiety as providing food soon became his
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single-minded focus. His family received some support from the
Jewish Agency, but due to the influx of thousands of other refu-
gees, help was stretched thin.

One day, Anatoly was connected with Christians from Bridges
for Peace and his world changed for the better. These Christians
from around the world had come to his family’s rescue. His family
would be cared for and brought under the wing of Bridges for
Peace’s Food program, which reaches out to needy immigrants.
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Anatoly was left speechless by the support. As the bags of
food began arriving regularly, he and his family praised the Lord
while crying tears of joy. The knowledge that he would be able to
put food on the table every day filled him with a peace he had not
known in months. He began to smile whenever he saw the
Bridges for Peace logo on the food bags. More importantly,
the love from Christians around the world stirred within Anatoly a
deep sense that this support came directly from the Lord.
Strengthened by that love and concern, he began learning He-
brew and looking for a job. Imagine his joy when he was em-
ployed in a large factory!
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Anatoly had lived through months of severe trauma and pain.
He had been separated from his family and had run to bomb shel-
ters countless times as drones and rockets streaked overhead.
Many neighbors and friends went to war never to return. He had
felt darkness close in on him at times in Kyiv as the city struggled
against the onslaught. However, he had never given up hope.
Anatoly knew that Israel’s anthem is called HaTikvah (The Hope).

Ilts words speak of the Jewish people returning to live in their
Land once again and the hope that stirs within them. Anatoly also
had hope, a hope in the Lord and that He would care for his fam-
ily. But he also saw hope in action, as Christians from Bridges for
Peace fed his family and equipped them with household necessi-
ties so that they could embark on their new life in Israel. That
hope was like a shining light. One day, Anatoly lovingly expressed
his heart to some of our volunteers by saying, “You are like a ray
of hope that good is stronger and will conquer this darkness!”

| want to appeal to you in this hour of need! Would you please
consider igniting a ray of hope in the lives of the over 24,000
needy Israelis we feed every day? Especially in the wake of the
terrible attack on October 7 and the ongoing war, there are in-
creasingly more desperate families in Israel who need our help
more than ever. Like Anatoly and his family, many depend on the
food we put on their tables. Please partner with Bridges for Peace
to be a prophetic blessing into what God is doing in our time by
regathering the Jewish people back to the Land and feeding the
hungry. Will you be a Christian ray of hope in the lives of desper-
ate Jewish people so that the love and light of God would fill this
nation of Israel?

“For if the Gentiles have been partakers of their [the Jewish
people] spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them [the
Jewish people] in material things.” Romans 15:27b

Shalom,
Rev. Peter Fast
International CEO
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Payment Options

Check: Make checks payable to Bridges for Peace.
US and Canadian gifts are tax-deductible.

PayPal: Go to www.bridgesforpeace.com, and click on

OuUS$60 OUS$120 CIUS $300 COIUS$600 CIUS$1,200 COUSS. (Other) “Donate>Bless Israel.”
VISA MasterCard Discover AMEX
GREATEST MINISTRY NEED US $ IMMIGRANT WELCOME GIFTS US $ Name on card
GREATEST ISRAEL NEED US $ NEW IMMIGRANT FUND US $ Gard number
i f

INTERNATIONAL STRATEGIC PROJECTS FUND CHEER BASKET US $25/basket OV code (3 digt number on back of card)

Expires Today’s date

uss$ SCHOOL STARTER KIT US $7/kit S
ignature

FOOD PROJECT US $ HOME REPAIR US $ .

Contact Information
ADOPTION PROGRAM (one-year commitment) VICTIMS OF TERROR US $ Name

US $65/month DENTAL/MEDICAL AID US $ Address

FEED A CHILD (one-year commitment) CRISIS ASSISTANCE US § City

State/Region

US $65/month ARAB FAMILY ASSISTANCE US $ Code
US $ one-time gift ZEALOUS8:2 SCHOLARSHIP US $ Country
PROJECT RESCUE US $400 (or any size gift) VOLUNTEER SUPPORT US $ Telephone ( )
EDUGATION AND ADVOCAGY FUND VEHICLE FUND US $ Email
Us$ SAVE AN ISRAELI LIFE US $ | will pray for Israel and the Jewish people.
ADOPT AN ISRAELI TOWN (one-year cormmitmen) | also need your prayers and have attached my prayer request.
| have placed Bridges for Peace in my will to bless future
Minimum US $150/month | WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A MONTHLY COMMITMENT TO generations.
PROJECT TIKVAH (HOPE) US $45 (or any size gifY PROJECT Please send me information on your Bridges for Peace travel
OF US $ programs.
WIDOWS AND ORPHANS FUND US $ Please send your publications to my friend(s), whose name(s)
INTERNATIONAL HQ FUND US $ TOTAI_ $ and address(es) are attached.
; By filling in this contact form | give permission to receive
Enclose amount in US dollars or your currenc:

HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS US $ ) / communication from Bridges for Peace International and my

equivalent. Indicate your currency symbol.

national office.
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